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In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
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“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 








LETTERS 


Help and Understanding 


Dear Mrs. S—: 

I have received much help and under- 
standing from the Megiddo people about 
the good Book, the Bible. I enjoy reading 
the Mrecippo MESSAGE, and the letters that 
I get from the Maranatha Sisters. 

Bristol, Maryland 

M. L. S. 


Power That Moves and Stirs 


Dear Sister: 

My! We surely get an abundance of spir- 
itual food! Those last Bible Lessons on “The 
Church of God” were wonderful. It does 
make one just long to be a part of that 
Church after reading lessons like that. Such 
a lesson should draw us all closer together 
in brotherly love and kindness. 

There was such a good and helpful 
thought in connection with Rom. 1: 16 about 
the Gospel of Christ being “the power of 
God that moves and stirs within, eventually 
unto salvation.” 

West Leyden, N. Y. 

G. U. 


Missionary Spirit 


Dear Brother: 

Read your booklet, Elijah Coming before 
Christ, and learned something from it. 

Please send me the set. After I am 
through with them, I shall pass them on to 
others who show an interest in eternal life. 

Bartlesville, Okla. 

O. W. L. 


From God’s Table 


My Dear Sister: 

God’s table is ever set before us with an 
abundant supply of spiritual food. May we 
never fail daily, always to eat plentifully 
from this table of never-failing abundance. 

We are provided for so fully: nourishing, 
strengthening food for every twig and 
branch and limb of that spiritual Tree to 
which the righteous are said to be growing 
by the Rivers of Waters. The fight against 
self and error is very hard at times and 
we also find that we cannot slacken our 
tension of diligent watching; the continuous 
watch for pitfalls, snares and temptations 
which lead us away from the footprints of 
Christ in the Way of Life. 

I commend you to our Father’s love and 
care. May His everlasting love and merci- 
ful kindness ever abide with us and may 
we ever be found rejoicing, abiding in that 
great love, our eyes fixed on the heights of 
the Hill of Perfection, awaiting with joy- 
ful anticipation the first gleam of the Sun- 
rise of Zion’s Glad Morning. 

Warwick, Q. Australia 


A. B. 
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God’s Good News 


HE dauntless Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, was 
. aware of God’s good news. He was moved by it; his 

whole life’s effort was directed by it. Unpopular as 
it was among the people of his time, he was not ashamed 
to own it. Moreover, he was satisfied that the gospel was 
the only power of God to the salvation of every believer, 
whether Jew or Greek (Rom. 1:16). The Greek word 
euaggelion, here translated gospel, means, good news, 
glad tidings. 

We can agree that it is good news that there is a God 
in control, that we are not left at the mercy of the blind 
forces of Nature. It is even better to know that He is con- 
cerned about us. It is good news that His love is stronger 
than all the forces of evil; good news that He is able to 
supply all our needs, now and in the world to come. But 
while this enumeration covers basically the whole cate- 
gory of God’s concern for His earthly children, it lacks 
much in important detail. 

God’s good news comes to us through His Word, re- 
corded by the prophets, Jesus and the apostles. It pro- 
claims news of and for the ages. It reports the unfolding 
of the Creator’s plan for earth and our race, to date, and 
informs the student of the future developments. One of 
the best items concerns that for which decent men hope 
for most—peace on earth. It will come when Jesus Christ 
returns to establish His long promised Kingdom. 


Good News that the World Shall be at Peace 


The promise is: “He maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the 
spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire” (Ps. 
46:9). “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more” (Isa. 2:4). Billions upon billions 
of dollars are being spent for defense, for the business of 
war and destruction, but this will all come to an end. 
Earth’s treasure is not to be poured endlessly into the 
bottomless hopper of the war machine. International 
wars will become an impossibility, for there shall be only 
one nation in all the earth. 

The good news foretells: “In his days shall the right- 
eous flourish, and abundance of peace so long as the moon 
endureth” (Ps. 72:7). 

Men, at times have wondered and felt that “if only 
God had made this promise in some clear and unmistakable 
act; if perhaps He had waited until radio and television 
had let Him speak to the entire world in tones of thun- 
der.” But when God breaks His long silence and openly 
resumes His work upon earth, He will speak to the en- 
tire world in tones of thunder, using sound effects im- 
measurably beyond man’s power to use them today. “The 
Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake” 
(Joel 3:16). To all the subject inhabitants in that mil- 
lennial age, a voice shall be near to say: “This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye 
turn to the left” (Isa. 30: 21). 


And as for God speaking in tones of thunder, He did 
just this when the law was given to Moses on Mt. Sinai. 
Of this event the book of Hebrews relates: “Whose voice 
then shook the earth” (12: 26). And there is much more 
speaking in thunder to come in the future. 


Good News of Christ’s Kingdom 


When Christ returns, He will set up His Kingdom, and 
it will be a Kingdom of infallible goodness and power. 
Jesus foretold this when in a parable He likened Him- 
self to a nobleman going into a far country to receive for 
Himself a kingdom and to return. He was to ascend to 
heaven, to the Father’s right hand, and He will return 
with authority to establish a world-wide Kingdom. His 
words to Pilate were the truth; He was born to be King, 
but His Kingdom was not of that world, that kosmos or 
arrangement of things, not of that age or dispensation. 
“And it came to pass that when he was returned, having 
received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants 
to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had gained by 
trading” (Luke 19:15). The Apocalypse confirms that 
this Kingdom of peace and righteousness will be world- 
wide: “The kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
dom of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). Christ’s Kingdom will 
be all-embracing and perpetual. And it is then the proph- 
ecy of Hebrews 12 will meet its fulfillment; God’s voice 
will shake, not the earth only, but also the heaven (poli- 
tical) completely removing from the scene of action 
everything that is sinful or defiling, banishing sickness 
and pain, and ultimately death, and right here upon the 
earth. This surely is good news. 


A Day When We Shall See Evi! No More 


It is good news that a day is coming when man’s in- 
humanity to man will be brought to an abrupt end, but 
God is behind this bit of good news. A day will come when 
everyone who is permitted to live will be obliged to prac- 
tice the Golden Rule, and do to others as he would be done 
by. A time is near when the careless ways of the present 
generation, their ungodly trends of dress and deportment, 
will be restrained. People no longer will go about in pub- 
lic indecently clothed. All such improper actions shall 
then have to stop. Vile or vulgar language no longer will 
be spoken. No one will dare take the name of God in vain. 
No lying will be tolerated, no scandal, no gossip, no talk 
that is detrimental to the spiritual growth of another. 
And no false doctrines will be taught. It will be a time 
when every one will be interested in the same high ideals, 
and all shall cherish the same hope, for all “shall know 
the Lord from the least even to the greatest.” The Divine 
forecast is: “The righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and 
all iniquity shall stop her mouth” (Ps. 107: 42). 

Today our displeasure with the sight of evil is com- 
mensurate with the degree of spirituality that we have de- 
veloped in our lives. If the sight or sound of evil does not 
induce a feeling of displeasure in us, it is a bad omen. 
We cannot escape living in the world, but as Christians, 
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we have no right to be complacent with the evil that we 
see all about us. Lot chose to live in Sodom, but he was 
not complacent about the sights he saw there. The record 
of his life runs thus: “For that righteous man dwelling 
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds” (II Pet. 
2:8). Then the sight of evil will prove a vexation to us 
and we can rejoice in the good news that soon the Lord 
will take a hand, that Christ will come and dwell with us, 
fulfilling the promise of Zeph. 3:15, “The king of Is- 
rael, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt 
not see evil any more.” 


Praise to Spring Forth Before all Nations 


It is good news that a day is coming when righteous- 
ness and praise shall spring forth before all nations. To- 
day the world is filled with murmuring, unhappiness and 
discontent. Men blame God for their misfortunes. They 
complain about the weather. They murmur if the season 
is too dry, or too wet. The summer may be too hot or the 
winter too cold. They ask, Why does God allow suffering? 
Why does He allow destructive storms and earthquakes? 
Why does He allow wars and racial dissensions? But let 
us not be so blind as to look for this sin of murmuring 
only in the world, or deceive ourselves into thinking that 
we as professing Christians are immune from this cor- 
roding evil! 

We may be tempted to ask, Why are my crosses so 
heavy? Why are the evil propensities of my nature so 
stubborn and persistent? Why does the narrow way have 
to be so difficult? Why does my Lord tarry so long? Breth- 
ren, if we would live in that age when righteousness and 
praise spring forth before all nations, we must now learn 
to do all that we do without murmurings and disputings, 
that we may be “blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
...in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation” among 
whom we should shine as lights in the world. In Rev. 15: 
3 we find the words of a song the redeemed are going to 
sing when God’s judgments are being poured out upon 
the earth, but if we would be prepared to sing that song 
then, we must learn to sing it now. The words of that 
song run: “Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou king of 
saints.” 

It is interesting to note the evidence God gives of the 
infallibility of His promise that righteousness and praise 
shall spring forth before all nations. This promise will be 
fulfilled as surely as spring follows winter and summer 
follows spring. “For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the things sown in it to spring 
forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all nations” (Isa. 61:11). 


We Can Change Our Status with God 


When God’s truth found us, we were “without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and stran- 
gers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). It is a fearful 
plight to be without God or hope in the world. Death-beds 
are coming, the end of the age is coming, the Day of Judg- 
ment is coming. For God to be our enemy during any of 
these occasions would be a most serious experience. It 
would spell eterna] doom to us. But what good news it 
is that we do not need to remain perpetually in that con- 
dition! The same apostle, writing to the Church at Co- 


rinth, said: “Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6:17, 18). 

Isaiah speaks with forthrightness on the possibility of 
changing our status. “When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my 
courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abom- 
ination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling 
of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 
solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am 
weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of 
blood” (Isa. 1:12—15). The plight described in these 
verses is sufficiently alarming that no spiritually alert 
man or woman could be complacent about it. Yet it is good 
news that an avenue of escape is open to us. It can be 
brought about by the simple expedient of changing our- 
selves. The formula is: “Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; learn to do well. ... If ye be willing and obedi- 
ent, ye shall eat the good of the land.” 

Another very warm promise occurs in Ezek. 33: 14— 
16, “Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful 
and right; if the wicked restore the pledge, give again 
that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without 
committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die. 
None of his sins that he hath committed shall be men- 
tioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and 
right; he shall surely live.” It is good news that once an 
enemy to God we need not remain so. It is possible for 
us to change our status from enmity to friendship, and 
we need not fear that God will ever let one of His friends 
down. 


God Worked First and has Promised to Work Last 


In one of his sermons the Rey. L. T. Nichols, founder 
of the Megiddo Mission, said: “God has worked for us 
first, and has promised to work last,” and this is good 
news. Through Him we received our temporal life, which 
provides us a workday in which to prepare for eternity. 
He has provided us with intellect by means of which we 
can learn of His existence; of the glorious things He has 
in store for us, if faithful. He has provided us with the 
faculty of memory whereby we can store His promises 
and His holy precepts in our minds, having them al- 
Ways as a ready guide to direct us as we journey through 
life. And not to be overlooked is the favor of will power. 
Without this vital faculty we could not keep from sinning 
even when we were aware that we were doing wrong. 
Without will power we would be as spineless as a jelly 
fish ; as an open flame blown and flared by every wind that 
blows. 

God helps by providing guidance. “O Lord, I know that 
the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps” said Jeremiah (10: 23). 
Hence, we need a book of directions, and God provided it. 
He moved upon holy men and women of old to speak for 
Him, and to record for us vital information and a code 
of laws whereby we could develop a righteous, holy char- 
acter worthy of eternal salvation. He saw to it that these 
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records were collected into the form of a book, that this 
book was preserved during the centuries of darkness that 
separated the time of its inception from our own day. 

God’s concern for us was shown in that through His 
foreknowledge He saw possibilities in us even before we 
were born, and planned that His saving knowledge should 
come to us. Even while we were dead in trespasses and 
sins, the glorious truth was brought to us, and through 
this act of kindness we were lifted from our helpless con- 
dition and made to sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ, our hopelessness changed to hope, our sorrow 
turned to joy, our darkness turned to light. Let us read 
Ephesians 2: 1—6. 

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins; wherein in time past ye walked accord- 
ing to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: among whom also we all had 
our conversation in times past in the lust of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ, (by whose grace ye are 
saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Indeed, if 
we take one step toward God, He will take two toward us. 

It is good news that God raised up Christ as a perfect 
Pattern and Example. It is good news that Christ broke 
the bonds of death. Christ’s escaping the bars of the tomb 
was not accidental; it was not mere good fortune, but was 
a part of the divine plan. In his sermon at Pentecost 
Peter is emphatic: “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God among you, ... ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death: because it was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it” (Acts 2: 22—24). 

It is in truth good news to know that Christ broke 
the bands of death by which He was held, and rose trium- 
phant over death and the grave, never again to be held 
within its dark embrace. This is an assurance to us that 
if sleeping at the time of His coming, we too can rise from 
death’s slumber, and if our life has been perfect, we can 
be placed entirely out of the reach of death. It is good 
news that in the short span of thirty-three years of mor- 
tal life Christ learned obedience by the things which He 
suffered to the extent that He became perfect, showing 
us that complete self-mastery is possible for a human 
being, that all flesh can be laid aside. Let us resolve here 
and now that never again will we allow the flesh to cap- 
tivate us and bring us into bondage to sin. 

Then it is exceedingly good news that God will work 
last. He has the reward to give, and He will not fail to be- 
stow it if we will do on our part. He worked first in pro- 
viding us with the key to endless life, the gospel or way 
of salvation, and if during our day of opportunity, we 
will work for Him with all our mind, might and strength, 
then He will give us the reward, and what a reward it 
will be! He is able and willing to do for us “exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think.” “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him” (Eph. 3: 20; I Cor. 2:9). The promise in Rev. 
21:3, 4, is: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them. ... And God shall wipe away 


all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
Again, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3: 21). 

The Prophet Isaiah also gives us a glimpse of the bless- 
ings in store for worthy mortals when God completes His 
work. “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. ... Whereas thou hast been 
forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I 
will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many gen- 
erations” (Isa. 35: 10; 60: 15). Then Eph. 2:7 will meet 
its fulfillment: “That in the ages to come he might show 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 
us through Jesus Christ.” What a reward will be ours if 
we are worthy for God to complete His good work for us! 

Surely the gospel story is good news. Let us believe it 
with an intensity that will brook no defeat; let us act 
upon it with a vigor that will keep us pressing ahead 
against all odds; let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering, for He is faithful that promised. 





NOW, AND THEN 


Thou, Lord, hast said we must seek first Thy Kingdom, 
And other things in time Thou wouldst bestow; 
That first must come a righteous way of living, 
If we the blessings of Thy Truth would know. 


Wondrous indeed, and marvelous the glory 
That is awaiting every faithful one; 

And sweeter still becomes the old, old story, 
To all who work to hear the glad “Well done!” 


The promises Thou givest for our reading 
Increase in value as we take them in, 
And realize that Thou art daily leading 
In paths of righteousness, away from sin. 


The promises of future glory carry 

More than can be conceived by human thought; 
And even while in mortal state we tarry 

A hundredfold of joy and peace is brought. 


Thou givest blessings to the unbelieving, 
As well as to the just; aye, that is true. 
But who can say that they are now receiving 
The hundredfold, except the ones who “do”? 


To those now found Thy holy laws fulfilling, 
No lawful pleasure ever is denied; 

And, blessed thought, when wakened in Thy likeness, 
Thy happy children shall be “satisfied.” 


Help me, O Lord, to choose eternal riches. 
Pleasures of earth are only dross and tin. 
Strengthen me, that I may resist temptation, 

And in the end be victor over sin. 


Thy Word, O Lord, must be my dear companion, 
Thy blessed Truth become my all in all. 

Help me, O Lord, to never from Thee wander, 
But to be listening for Thy loving call. —L. L. S. 
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Obedience—Better than Sacrifice 


BEDIENCE—a common word but a rare quality. A 

quality in the concrete generally associated with 
childhood, and there is still an abstract idea that obedi- 
ence to law in general is a good thing in maturity if it 
does not conflict too greatly with the personal gratifica- 
tion of the individual. 

Have you ever stopped to ponder just how many—or 
rather how few—times in your life you ever heard a ser- 
mon or a lecture on obedience? or read in a newspaper, a 
magazine, or a book, or an article on the subject? There 
are numerous contributions by eminent writers on the 
necessity of gaining social, business and financial success 
with ample suggestions and advice for the attainment 
thereof. We find such qualities as energy, aggressiveness, 
'forcefulness, self-reliance and iniative emphasized as 
indispensable for the young person who would attain the 
goal of worldly prosperity, but we note that of obedience 
conspicuous by its absence. 

Referring to the present state of lawlessness, and rea- 
soning from cause to effect, a minister of note once said: 

“One of the most venerated and farseeing citizens re- 
cently remarked that in his eighty years of active life, 
associated with some of the most stirring events in the 
commonwealth, he had never seen such an orgy of law- 
lessness as that through which we are living now. Startled 
into thoughtfulness by this assertion, I made some inter- 
esting discoveries: that I could not recall ever having 
preached a sermon on obedience; that I could not recall 
ever having heard a sermon on obedience; that when I 
searched volume after volume of modern addresses and 
sermons, I did not run upon any that dealt with respect 
for and obedience to authority. There were plenty on 
freedom, on the emancipation of the individual, on the 
out-growing of old restraints, but few, if any, upon the 
necessity and glory of being mastered by what rightly 
masters us. The impression began to sink in that our 
orgy of lawlessness is not an accident, nor merely a post- 
war psychological reaction, but that it is the natural 
fruitage of deep-rooted tendencies in our thinking which 
have affected alike our religion and our law.” 

Commenting upon some of the causes leading up to 
this condition, the same author said: 

“The movies and TV, our most popular recreations, are 
a weather vane to show which way the wind is blowing 
in the thinking of our people, and, so far as lawlessness 
is concerned, the direction is obvious. The representatives 
of the law are habitually at a disadvantage on the screen. 
The judge, the detective, the policeman come off badly in 
the plot, and the mere husband is often in ill repute with 
the audience. But ah! The attractive murderers, the high- 
minded robbers, the notable crooks, the gracious courte- 
sans! It is clear . . . that we are having a veritable de- 
bauch of public sentimentality expressing itself in silly 
exaltation of crime.” 

The truthfulness of these statements, no one will at- 
tempt to deny. There was never an effect without a cause 
nor a cause which did not produce more or less certain 
results. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” has no truer or surer application than regards this 
question of obedience or its opposite. 

The world wonder and speculate about the overwhelm- 


ing condition of lawlessness which confronts society, and 
are looking in every direction for a remedy except the 
right one. Until they cease to look to the north, south, east 
or west among humanity, and look upward to God, no 
remedy will be found. To one educated in divine law the 
condition before us is plainly seen as the direct effect of 
a fundamental cause—a woeful lack of education in and 
training to obedience in childhood. A breakdown of au- 
thority in the home is the beginning. Someone has re- 
marked that there is just as much authority in the home 
as ever but the children exercise it, and how true it is! 
A child brought up to obey without question, its parents, 
teachers, superiors, and to have respect for the laws of 
God and man will not hold the law of the land in contempt 
and become a criminal when he grows up. 

Just when or by what source of reasoning parents 
ceased to feel the importance of impressing upon their 
offspring the absolute necessity of obedience, we cannot 
tell, but we do know that the last two or three genera- 
tions have shown a marked digression from the old rule, 
until now a child who obeys his parents without remark 
or demur is exceedingly rare and an example of it is so 
refreshing as to suggest an oasis in a desert. 

One of the principal causes of this state of mind is 
that people have gradually drifted away from the Bible, 
that wonderful Book of Laws wherein obedience is the 
foreword, the theme and the conclusion. They have dis- 
regarded its teachings and ignored its precepts. Instead 
of relying on it for guidance in the training of their chil- 
dren they depend upon their own judgment or the ideas 
they gather from the current literature of the day. Such 
literature as treats on the subject, instead of being preg- 
nant with suggestions for obedience and the best means 
of securing the same, abounds with remarks about the 
personal rights of the child and respect for his individ- 
uality. This all sounds very nice in the abstract, but the 
attempt to carry it out has resulted in giving the child 
his own way. 

And what has his own way brought him? “A child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to shame.” Let not any 
child to whom obedience seems a hardship think he would 
be happier if he could do as he pleased. Having one’s own 
way might bring a temporary satisfaction, but more often 
results in disappointment and regret. Some of the most 
miserable characters who ever came under our observa- 
tion were children who had their own way, headstrong, 
rebellious against the authority of home and school, and 
dissatisfied with things in general when they grew up. 
It is this class who furnish work for our juvenile courts 
and inmates for our reform schools and penitentiaries. 
It is a lamentable fact that a large per cent of the pris- 
oners in such institutions are under 25 years old. They 
have “developed their individuality.” “He that soweth the 
wind shall reap the whirlwind.” 

True, there are parents who are trying to bring up 
their children in obedience and piety, but too often they 
find the way rough and thorny, and frequently they fight 
a losing battle. Why? Because public sentiment is against 
them. The general attitude of mind is that the child must 
not be “different” from other children. He must be up to 
date in dress, manners, language and morals. If he is 
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denied many of the foolish toys, knicknacks, questionable 
games or dangerous pastimes, his parents are looked upon 
as old fashioned, the child is pitied openly and unless he 
rebels is often designated a “Willie boy” or other oppro- 
brious title. 

Obedience to law is an absolute essential to obtaining 
the best and highest in life regardless of the future. 
Whether it be in childhood or youth, maturity or age; 
whether it be the laws laid down in loving thoughtfulness 
by the parents for the best management of the home, or 
by the teacher for the efficient government of the school; 
the physical laws which govern health, the social and 
moral laws which govern the individual in his contact 
with his fellow man or the laws of a country made for 
the protection of its citizens. But let not the adult citizen 
think he can break the law with impunity and then ex- 
pect the younger generation to be law-abiding. 

Disobedience to the laws of the home and the school 
makes an incorrigible; disregard of the social and moral 
laws of a civilized nation make a libertine or a courtesan; 
and disobedience to the law of the land makes a criminal; 
and it is only a step by step process—an evolution, if you 
will. 

When we turn to the Bible for light on this subject we 
find how much higher are God’s ways than our ways. 
When He laid down laws for the government of His people 
they were liberally sprinkled with Thou-shalt-nots. They 
were given, also, many positive commands and told what 
would be the reward for obeying them and as surely the 
consequences which would follow a disregard of the neg- 
ative ones (and we do not find that He ever broke His 
word). But in the wisdom of man the idea is prevalent 
that too many “must nots” and too much restraint is bad 
for the child; that his will must not be thwarted. How 
different are God’s ways! The whole scheme of salvation 
hinges on the giving up of our own ways. “If thou shalt 
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt 
thou delight thyself in the Lord.” “Ye shall not do after 
all the things we do here this day, every man whatsoever 
is right in his own eyes.” Since God is all-wise He has 
surely shown us the best way, and since we must give up 
our own and learn His ways how much better and easier 
it would be if we were trained from infancy in this noble 
principle; taught to yield the stubborn will, to bend and 
to be pliant to authority! 


This wonderful Book of Law contains a record of many 
noble examples of explicit obedience. See how Abraham, 
when called to go out from his own people and country, 
“obeyed, not knowing whither he went.” When called 
upon to make the monumental sacrifice of his son, again 
obeyed and when God had given him the supreme test 
the sacrifice was not required. See Moses when called 
upon to lead his people out of bondage; how incompetent 
he felt to assume such a leadership and its accompanying 
responsibilities, but God enjoined obedience and he com- 
plied, and in so doing found his needs supplied. When we 
assume the yoke willingly, obediently, God makes the bur- 
den light. 

Consider Jesus, who, endowed with the wisdom of God 
and zealous to be about His Father’s business, began to 
assert Himself at twelve years of age, but when He 
learned that the time for His public ministry had not ar- 
rived He went home with His parents and “was subject 


unto them.” “He learned obedience by the things which 
he suffered; and being made perfect he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” Of 
Himself He said: “The Father hath not left me alone; for 
I do always those things that please him.” And in His - 
last trying hours, when His soul was exceeding sorrowful 
and His agony so intense that He sweat as it were drops of 
blood, obedience to the Father’s will was still the domi- 
nant note of His prayer. 

Further in the theme we have Paul, Pharisee of the 
Pharisees and wise in their law, persecuting the Chris- 
tians even unto the death in his zeal, yet when the voice 
of Jesus sounded in his ears and the eyes of his under- 
standing were opened, he was “immediately obedient to 
the heavenly vision.” 

In God’s plan “to obey is better than sacrifice” and it 
applies to every age and class. To the young he says, 
“Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is 
well pleasing unto the Lord.” Servants are enjoined to be 
obedient to their masters, and people to rulers. Some one 
might ask: “Is it ever justifiable to break the law of the 
land?” Yes; if such law conflicts with the law of God then 
we can only say as did Peter and John under like condi- 
tions: “We ought to obey God rather than man,” and 
cheerfully suffer the consequences. 

What wonderful blessings are promised for obedience 
to God’s laws! In the foreword we read: “Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed and keep my covenant then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people. 
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.” Interspersed throughout the theme we find many 
such as these: “If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat 
the good of the land.” “If they obey and serve him they 
shall spend their days in prosperity and their years in 
pleasures.” 

And in conclusion the same note is still sounding, tied 
over as it were from the introduction, making a har- 
monious chord throughout the entire theme and swelling 
on to full volume in the grand finale, “Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life and may enter in through the gates into 
the city.” 





A Prayer for Humility 


Dear Lord, let me be truly humble; so humble I will 
reflect Thy humility; so humble I will not be conscious 
that I am humble, and yet others will be reproved and in- 
spired as they behold Thy gentleness in me. Let me have 
perfect quietness of heart, and never be fretted, or irri- 
tated, or sore, or disappointed; so that I expect nothing 
and wonder at nothing that is done to me, and feel no 
resentment at anything done against me; to feel at rest 
when nobody praises me and when I am blamed or de- 
spised. To have a blessed home in the Lord where I can 
go and shut the door, and kneel to my Father in secret, 
and where I am at peace as in a deep sea of calmness 
when all around and above is trouble. Amen. 





MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





The Touch of the 
Master’s Hand 


"Twas battered and scarred and the auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 
But he held it up with a smile. 


“What am I bidden, good folks?” he cried, 
“Who'll start the bidding for me? 
A dollar—a dollar—now, two, only two, 
Two dollars, and who'll make it three? 


Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice, 
Going for three”—but No! 
From the room, far back, a gray-haired man 
Came forward and picked up the bow; 


Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, 
And tightening up all of the strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet— 
As sweet as an angel sings. 


The music ceased, and the auctioneer 
With a voice that was quiet and low 
Said, “What am I bid for the old violin?” 
And held it up with the bow. 


“A thousand dollars—and who'll make it two? 
Two thousand—and who'll make it three? 
Three thousand once, three thousand twice— 
And going, and gone,” said he. 


The people cheered, but some of them said, 
“We do not understand— 
What changed it’s worth?” The man replied: 
“THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER’S HAND!” 


And many a person with life out of tune 
And battered and torn with sin, 
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd, 
Much like the old violin. 


A mess of pottage of any sort 
A game—and they travel on, 
They're going once, and going twice, 
They're going—and almost gone! 


But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand, 


HOW WE SHOULD PRAY 


When thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, 
and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in 
secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recom- 
pense thee. Matthew 6: 6. 


Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything 
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
to you-ward. 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18. 


And it came to pass in these days, that He went out 
into the mountain to pray; and He continued all night 
in prayer to God. Luke 6: 12. 


And He spake a parable unto them to the end that they 
ought always to pray, and not to faint. Luke 18: 1. 


With all prayer and supplication praying at all seasons 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance 
for all the saints. Ephesians 6: 18. 


The Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know not 
how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered; and He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God. Romans 8: 26, 
27. 


Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Mark 14: 38. 





Each one of us must breathe some imagination into our 
daily jobs or boredom will result. 


Being a wise citizen requires more than knowledge; it 
takes understanding and tact. 


The man who wants praise for everything, seldom does 
anything deserving praise. 


Failure is the only thing that can be achieved without 
exerting effort. 


Hardship and opposition are the native soil of manhood 
and self-reliance. 


A man may fail many times, but he isn’t a failure until 
he begins to blame someone else. 





The worth of a Soul, and the change that’s wrought 
By THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER’S HAND! 
—Sel. 


Seasons for Singing 


There are sighs for the lone and the weary, 
And groans for the ill and the sad; 

But always a song that is cheery 
To make the heavy heart glad. 


There are seasons for toil and lab’ring, 
And seasons, though brief, for a rest; 
But always a season for singing 
Our hopes of the realm of the blest. 


For oft through our strife and our struggles 
We faint as we travel along; 
Yet always there’s help for our troubles 
By singing or hearing a song. 
—Contributed 
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BLUNDERS 


} hha living person has made blunders in his life. 
Usually he is sorry for these mistakes and often 
ashamed of them. It is a wise man indeed who can use 
his errors or blunders to gain understanding and thus 
profit by the mistakes he makes. A person might have all 
the knowledge in the world but until he puts what he 
knows into practice he is not very wise. 

From some 450 years back in history comes the story 
of a mistake that changed the history of the world. Be- 
cause John Gensfleish, the boy to whom it happened, made 
capital out of catastrophe. 

In ancient times the skins of sheep and of goats were 
prepared for use as writing material, which was called 
parchment. Young John’s mother was a dresser of parch- 
ments. On this particular day she had a kettle of purple 
dye heating over the fireplace and some fine new parch- 
ments on stretchers before the fire to dry. 

From the bark of a tree, John had carved out the letters 
of his name and was arranging them when he let one fall 
into the purple dye. Without thinking he grabbed for it 
and as it was hot he dropped it right on a fresh new 
parchment. Of course, the parchment was ruined and his 
mother unhappy, but John made his blunder work good 
for him. He kept thinking about the ink spot on the parch- 
ment that was the very image of the letter he had carved. 
Years later all Germany was talking about the man who 
was doing miracles with a printing press. 

Who knows, but that some of our blunders are just op- 
portunities on which we stub our toes so we will not walk 
over them without seeing them? These blunders can really 
be our stepping stones to cross from failure to success. 
Nothing more deeply influences our lives than the way we 
handle our mistakes. 

Triumphs have been achieved from blunders. It is faith 
in future accomplishments that makes one develop a re- 
sistence to defeat. It is this belief that if we put our trust 
in God and keep at things with unremitting energy we 
can gain the victory. 

People who achieve happiness and success are those 
who refuse to accept the idea of defeat. They know it is 
the thought of defeat that causes defeat, so they go to 
work and organize victory out of mistakes. 

So many of our mistakes come from wanting to see be- 
yond the next turn in the road or the next bend in the 
river. It is up to us to regulate and discipline each of our 
motive powers that we need not be ashamed of them. By 
the exercise of our innermost will and keeping the vic- 
tory in mind we overmaster our blunders. We must keep 
continually thinking in terms of greater accomplishments 
and refuse to let blunders interfere with plans for ad- 
vancement. 

The Christian must have a definite aim and model for 
his life for he will never succeed if he does not know 
what he is living for. 

Every faithful one in past ages had a definite picture 
of what he was working for. Our Master, Jesus, for the 





joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame. We should never complain of our environment 
for we only can make it better. 

How hard it seems for us to confess that we have spok- 
en without thinking. That we have talked nonsense. How 
many of us say a thing in haste and sometimes in heat, 
and because we have said it, hold fast to it and try to de- 
fend it as though it were true. How much wiser it would 
be to acknowledge our mistake! Then it would give us 
the assurance that we were learning, growing and im- 
proving so that our future would be better than the past. 
This is the source of courage to which we all are entitled, 
to feel that God is working with us, and that we can over- 
come our weaknesses. 

Paul sounded a helpful warning when he said, “And 
let us not be weary in well doing for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not.” 

The question is, are we going to let our blunders keep 
us from accomplishing the task we set out to do? There 
remains only one way to get ready for immortality, and 
that is to love life and live it as bravely, as cheerfully and 
as faithfully as we can. 





“T have tried to count His blessings, and I fail to under- 
stand 
Why the Lord should so richly reward; 
Could I count the stars of heaven, add to them earth’s 
grains of sand, 
Still His blessings are more, praise the Lord!” 


“Like an army I behold them pass before me in review, 
O what joy doth the sight now afford! 
Though they may be long in passing, still they come 
battalions new, 
And the end is not yet, praise the Lord!” 


“Surely goodness, love and mercy have been mine along 
life’s way, 
And my weak heart to strength is restored; 
And my cup of joy and gladness keeps o’erflowing, day 
by day, 
And the end is not yet, praise the Lord!” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90: 12). 


“In the midst of life we are in death,” run the stately 
words of the Book of Common Prayer; and human ex- 
perience gives sad confirmation. Death is life’s greatest, 
in fact its only certainty. As natural as life and as com- 
mon, death borders upon our birth, and our cradle stands 
in the grave. The natural man is born only with the right 
to die. As the living pass through a perilous world, Death 
walks by their side. In the increased perils of our high- 
speed, mechanized age, he is but a split-second from us. 

The poet Dryden explains the universal fear of this 
stark reality in these words: 


“Death itself is nothing, but we fear 
To be we know not what, we know not where.” 


Fear of the unknown has led to the invention of vari- 
ous “escape” theories, based upon the pagan conception 
of the immortality of the soul. “There is no death; what 
seems so is transition,” may be exquisite poetry, but at 
best it is no more than wishful thinking. 

To those who know and understand the revealed ways 
of God, there is no mystery or uncertainty surrounding 
the death state. We know what and we know where. “The 
living know that they shall die, but the dead know not 
anything.” “His breath goeth forth; he returneth to his 
earth: in that very day his thoughts perish.” “I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep” (Eccl. 9:5; Ps. 146: 4; I Thess. 4: 13). 
The knowledge that death is but a dreamless sleep takes 
away the fear of eternal punishment and pain. On the 
other hand, to the normal mind this knowledge makes 
death a most unattractive and uninteresting state, a thing 
to be escaped if at all possible. 

It is fortunate for man that his interest in life is 
stronger than his awareness of mortality. Constant mor- 
bid meditation upon his frailty, the shortness of his days 
and his personal insignificance would inhibit all action, all 
progress, all joy in living. Yet the man who refuses to 
consider it at all, who lives for this life only with no 
thought of the future, does not really love life. At any 
instant one of Death’s thousand doors may open before 
him, and his ambitions and achievements, the hopes and 
fears of all the years, add up to exactly nothing. 

Somewhere between these extremes of morbidity and 
materialism there must be a desirable mean, something 
more substantial than a human philosophy of life, be it 
ever so satisfying for the moment. Naturally, we should 
expect to find the truths concerning life and death, not 
in human experience but in the Word of Him who is the 
Creator of life who holds the keys of death and the grave. 

The first part of the immortal psalm from which our 
text is taken is as profound a meditation on the frailty of 
man as can be found in all literature. Tradition ascribes 
this psalm to “Moses, the man of God.” The identity of 
the human instrument is immaterial; the sublime words 


are from God, and as such they demand our attention, 
respect and belief. 

“For all our days are passed away in thy wrath; we 
spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our 
years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of 
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength 
labor and sorrow, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

“So teach us to number our days... .” 

It might be argued that our own experience teaches us 
as much. “Threescore years and ten.” Well, what about 
it? We knew that already. It is our life span, more or less, 
and what good can come of numbering our days, of trou- 
bling ourselves with dark thoughts of mortality, when 
there is nothing we can do about it? Or is there? 

Yes, on second thought, or further reading, we know 
there is something we can do about it. The challenge of 
Death can be met. There is a way out. It is not an easy 
way, or a popular way, or an obvious way. It is not the 
way which worldly philosophers have invented through 
the ages. It is only for those who truly love life, who love 
it so much and desire so much of it that they are willing 
to dedicate every remaining moment of their precious 
threescore and ten years to its attainment. For this short 
life is not all; it is but a probation, a proving ‘ground, to 
develop a class of men and women worthy of a more 
abundant life. And the first step toward that life is the 
same as the first step toward any desirable goal—wisdom. 

“Wisdom is the principal thing.” It is the difference 
between angels and mortal men. It is the difference be- 
tween the Creator and His creatures. Herbert Spencer 
once laid down the premise that the only thing which 
separated man from eternal existence was lack of knowl- 
edge. He was right. That knowledge rests with the Eter- 
nal and with those to whom He imparts it. Mankind at 
large could not be trusted with it. That is the ultimate 
wisdom, the tree of life, which we are seeking; but it can 
wait. The wisdom which concerns us now is that con- 
tained in the familiar question, “What must I do to be 
saved?” 

Wisdom pursued for its own sake is far better than 
pleasure sought for the same purpose; but, even so, it is 
not very satisfying when we get to the end of the way 
where “wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish 
person perish, and leave their wealth to others.” Solomon 
is the classical example of this truth. The first two chap- 
ters of Ecclesiastes, so obviously written from the depths 
of bitter personal experience, are the autobiography of a 
man who had tried it all, had pursued both courses, and 
found them alike hollow and unsatisfying. Wisdom, he 
learned, “excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth dark- 
ness,” yet it, too, was vanity—for him. Why? Because he 
failed to see or remember that wisdom is not an end in 
itself, but a means to an end. Wisdom applied to everyday 
life and its problems is what will enable men and women 
to meet the arrogant challenge of the Last Enemy. 

“My sheep hear my voice,” said Jesus, “and I know 
them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish” (John 10: 27, 28). They 
have used this Divine wisdom to transform their lives, to 
become new creatures; and they have His promise, “Him 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out... and I 
will raise him up at the last day.” At this point, having 
fully employed the revealed wisdom, their power is gone. 

(Continued on page 11) 


Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGcIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Should we keep the same sabbath that Christ kept while 
here on earth? 


While Christ observed the sabbath as kept by the Is- 
raelites, He often broke it and did things on that day 
which were contrary to the rules of Judaism, He never 
commanded that the sabbath must be kept holy, and Paul 
made special mention concerning judging one another re- 
garding the sabbaths and holy days. He said: “Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of a holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of 
Christ” (Col. 2: 16, 17). 

Living in a land where Sunday is the day set aside for 
worship we observe this day. It should be remembered, 
however, that while we observe Sunday as a day of rest, 
and for the purpose of worship, every day must be holy 
to the Lord. We may cease from toil on Sunday but 
throughout the entire week the Christian must live unto 
the Lord. His time is not his own. His business is not his 
own. All he does must be for the Lord, to use in the best 
possible way to further His work on earth. 


What did Jesus mean by His words in Matt. 18: 20? 


“For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” 

The comfort which Jesus intended to convey in this 
passage is expressed in similar words by Paul. We read 
in Col. 2:5, “For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am 
I with you in spirit, joying and beholding your order, and 
the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.” Through the 
ministration of angels and power unknown to us, God 
and Jesus have knowledge of His children here on earth. 
Thus, wherever men have the desire to do God’s will, it is 
a pleasure to Him, and where small groups gather to- 
gether, though it be two or three, to worship and study 
His word in all honesty and sincerity, He says He is there 
in spirit. It is His delight that His children should do so. 
And on such conduct He pronounces His whole-hearted 
approval. 

We readily grasp the meaning of this point for our feel- 
ings are similar toward isolated groups or individuals 
who choose to study the Word alone rather than gather 
where error is taught. 


Missionaries of the Church of the Latter-Day Saints (Mor- 
mons) teach reincarnation and quote Jer. 1:5 in support of 
their claim. What is the right explanation of this text? 


The verse reads: “Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb 
I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations.” Instead of supporting the doctrine of reincarna- 
tion this text teaches that God knows long beforehand the 
things that shall come to pass and the type of men that 
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shall be born and shall live. In the case of Jeremiah God 
knew long before his mother conceived him the type of 
man he would be for he was the son of the faithful priest 
Hilkiah. The opening part of the verse, “Before I formed 
thee,” shows Jeremiah had no existence as yet. 

In this connection other such predictions should be re- 
membered: Moses foretold the birth of Jesus and that 
He would speak the word of the Lord (Deut. 18:15, 18, 
19). Jesus was to be raised up from among His brethren, 

Also, in I Kings 18: 1—3 a man of God cried against 
King Jeroboam, and prophesied how Josiah would be 
born and some of the things he would do in putting away 
idolatry. This too was many years before Josiah’s birth. 

The theory of reincarnation has no Scriptural support 
whatever, and those who teach it are truly classed with 
the false teachers who teach for doctrines the command- 
ments of men (Matt. 15:9). 


My neighbor and I had a disagreement some months ago. 
Since then we seem to avoid each other. I feel I was right, 
yet would like to correct this. How can I do it? 


Most likely, you are at least partly to blame, and un- 
doubtedly your neighbor thinks he also is right. In any 
event, you have to correct this if you are to progress 
spiritually. You remember the Apostle Paul said: “If it 
be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men” (Rom. 12:18). You must do all you can on your 
part to live peaceably, and you must consider the other 
person’s side. When you are at least partly to blame you 
must by all means clear yourself. 

A situation of this type often takes more courage than 
facing physical danger. You must face it and at least do 
on your part for you can have no bitterness nor angry 
feelings against anyone, friend or enemy. See Eph. 4: 31, 
32; Heb. 12: 14, 15. Without knowing details it is difficult 
to recommend the necessary procedure. You can, how- 
ever, do this: Approach your friend, whether at his home 
or place of employment or elsewhere, and if you can’t 
find words to express what you want to say, just shake 
hands. He will understand your motive. Later, with the 
tension over, you can talk it over peacefully. Try it. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


The next step is up to Him. Then it is that the higher 
wisdom will be applied to unlock the tomb. “I will ran- 
som them from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death” (Hosea 13:14). 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the things done in his 
body” (II Cor. 5: 10). Then, if one of His sheep, we shall 
be given access to the ultimate wisdom, the goal which 
has inspired us to apply our hearts to the lesser, the 
knowledge of how to change our vile, mortal bodies that 
they may be fashioned like unto His glorious body. “Then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory?” 
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Gems of Life for Youth 


THE AIM OF LIFE 


“This one thing I do . 
mark” (Phil. 3:18, 14). 


[’ IS the aim that makes the man, without this 


..I press toward the 


he is nothing. The strong gusts and currents 

of the world sweep him this way and that, if he 
is without steam or sail to impel, or helm to guide 
him. If such a life is not speedily wrecked it is 
merely good fortune. There is no more deplorable 
expression that to hear someone, blessed with all 
the gifts of nature, say, My life is aimless! 

Take heed young man of an aimless life. Take 
heed, too, of a low and sordid aim. A well-planned 
purpose gives vigor, direction, and perseverance 
to all man’s efforts. For whatever a man’s talents 
and advantages may be, with no aim, or a low one, 
he is weak and despicable; with a high aim he is 
respectable and influential. Without some definite 
object before us, some standard which we are ear- 
nestly striving to reach, we cannot expect to at- 
tain to any great height, either mentally or mor- 
ally, or spiritually. 

Nature holds for each of us all that we need to 
make us useful and happy; but she requires labor 
for all that we get. God gives us an abundance but 
whatever we receive of value must be matched 
by labor. We can expect to overcome difficulties 
only by strong and determined effort. 

Whatever aim one may pursue in life it is well 
that he give it his careful attention, that his life 
may be meaningful and useful. However, one 
should consider besides merely being concerned 
for the needs of his own family and himself, the 
pleasure and satisfaction he may derive by work- 
ing for others. Those whose object in life is their 
own happiness find at last that their lives are sad 
failures. 

We need to do something each day that will help 
us to a larger life. Every deed or word which 
brings joy or gladness to other hearts lifts us 
nearer a perfect life, the superb aim; for a noble 
deed is a step toward God. To live for something 
worthwhile involves the necessity of an intelligent 
and definite plan of action. Splendid dreamings 
and magnificent resolves are not enough. We come 
to the best results only as we thoughtfully plan 
and earnestly toil in our undertakings. Purpose 
without work is dead. 

Thus, in the grand aim of life, if some worthy 
purpose be kept constantly in view, and for its 
accomplishment every effort be made every day of 
your life, you will without question approach the 
goal of your ambition. There can be no question 


that fixedness of purpose is a grand element of 
human success, for when a man has formed in his 
mind a great purpose, it governs his conduct. 

Every one should have a mark in view, and pur- 
sue it steadily. He should not be turned from his 
course by other objects ever so attractive. Life is 
not long enough for any one man to accomplish 
every thing. Only few can at best accomplish more 
than one thing well, but many—very many—ac- 
complish nothing. Yet every one can accomplish 
at least one useful, important purpose. 

No man should be discouraged because he does 
not get on rapidly in his calling from the start. 
In the more intellectual professions especially it 
should be remembered that a solid character is not 
the growth of a day, that the mental faculties are 
not matured except by long and laborious culture. 

As good things come with effort in the realm of 
temporal attainments, so also in the spiritual life. 
We need to set our aim so that whatever our 
temporal duty, we may have a clear-cut spiritual 
goal to attain. Jesus set the pattern. We shall 
never exceed Him. It is but for us to emulate Him. 
To the humble fishers He called, “Follow me.” 
That was their call in the beginning. They re- 
sponded and left all to be with Him. At the close 
of His earthly career, as He talked to these men 
at the sea shore, perhaps the identical place where 
He first called them, the call was repeated to Peter, 
“Follow thou me.” 

Whatever else may have happened; whatever 
task someone may have been assigned, for Peter, 
as for all of them there was but one course, “Fol- 
low Me.” And that is the real course for each of 
us. The youth who sets this aim for himself in 
early life will never go astray. Through every 
storm and experience his goal will only grow 
brighter unto that perfect day. 





The man you might have been 
You surely still can be; 

The way is straight and clear 
If you will only see. 


The man you might have been 
You can be, it is true; 

But claim the good as yours 
And yours will come to you. 


The man you might have been 
You yet can be, you must; 
Resolve to do your best, 
Be strong today and trust. 


The man you might have been 
You ought to be, you will; 

Be brave, have faith, go on, 
Success is o’er the hill! 
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